
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Elderly Dominican Friars 
Help the Dominicans in their most vulnerable years. 

 
Dominican never really retire. After decades of active ministry, 
elderly Dominicans continue their lifelong sacred duty to celebrate 
the sacraments and preach the Gospel for the salvation of souls. 
 
Like your family, we take the care of our elderly seriously. Some 
friars need little care, while others have serious illnesses requiring 
extensive care. Thus, costs per friar vary widely. 
 
At age 65, the friars’ primary health insurance is Medicare and our 
Christian Brothers insurance is secondary. If they’re healthy enough 
to still live in a priory, their community receives a stipend from the 
province of $1,175/mo for their room and board.  
 

Avg. Expenses for a 
Healthy Elderly Friar 
Living in Community = 

$771/month (Healthcare premiums/Medication/Equipment) 
$1,175/month (Room & Board) 
$1,946 /month  

  
Quick Facts on Elderly Dominican Care 
 

• “Retirement” is age 70. However, 15 elderly friars still 
work, which significantly lowers overall costs. 

 

• Avg. cost of a friar needing simple care inside a 
priory: $64/day | $1,946/mo 

 

• Avg. cost of a friar needing special care outside of a 
priory: $166/day | $5,050/mo 

 

• $28,231 = USCCB recommended investment when 
religious is age 24. This investment would then grow 
to $700k by age 70; assuming death at age 85. 

 

• There are currently 5 friars over the age of 90, and a 
total of 21 infirmed friars over the age of 80. Costs 
vary significantly for their care. In one case, costs were $1,000 per day. 

 

The Dominicans fund the care of their elderly, and rarely receive diocesan support for this. However, 
the Archdiocesan Campaign will send 42% of your gift to the Dominicans for elderly friar care.  
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Protecting Fraternity & Stabilizing Unpredictable Costs 

 
For 800 years, Dominicans have been called to live in 
community together. When they do, they are enriched 
spiritually and physically. Not surprisingly, they’re healthier.  
 
In order to keep elderly friars in community for as long as 
possible, the Western Dominican Province has undertaken new 
health initiatives, and hired a retired medical doctor to better 
coordinate care.  
 
This effort brings down volatile healthcare costs considerably, 
and keeps the elderly friars living with their Dominican 
brothers for as long as possible.  
 
 
 
 
USCCB Recommendations for Elderly Friar Care 

Current Dominican 
Trust Value: 

$19m 

USCCB Recommended 
Size of Trust: 

$30m 

Investment Needed 
at Age 24 (7% growth): 

$28,231/friar 
 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support of our elderly Dominicans!  


