
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
  

Time and again this past week, the recent and ongoing scandals in the Church have entered my thoughts and conversations. 
The need for wide-spread purification in the Church is real; so is the need for a profound and true conversion among the 
clergy that alone will yield a rich renewal. 
  

In light of this legitimate need, many have called for prayer and reparation as a concrete response to the wounds caused by the 
sins of the shepherds. I have done so myself. 
  

However, I have seen many express their disappointment, and even anger, at the call for prayer. I do not pretend to understand 
all the reasons that lead to this sentiment of frustration. I do understand some of them. 
  

I do understand that prayer is often used as a codeword for inaction. Prominent figures of media and politics will state that 
“So-and-so is in our thoughts and prayers”; then, having acknowledged the tragedy, they (and we) move on without engaging 
the depths of the issue. It seems like a convenient way of pushing hurts to the side. 
  

I do understand that these current scandals demand tangible responses as well as spiritual ones. This demand naturally excites 
our desire to engage this process with all the mechanisms of our democratic society. However, the Catholic Church is founded 
on the apostles, and their successors, even when sinful men, are entrusted with the guarding of the sheep. Without a doubt, 
the bishops of the Church have a moral obligation to protect the flock that is greater than any legal responsibility. I very 
strongly agree that they need to utilize whatever tools are necessary to accomplish that mission. But ultimately, they carry this 
responsibility. 
  

In saying this, I am not arguing that the faithful should sit by idly and quietly. Our own Dominican sister, St. Catherine of  
Siena, is a shining example of holiness vocally and actively confronting corruption with energy and zeal. You and I ought to 
do the same; but even this cry should be rooted in prayer for the shepherds, as was St. Catherine’s. But why, we might ask; 
what good is our prayer when the offense is so great?  
  

This leads me to the ultimate point: prayer seems the activity of the helpless. I do understand why we don’t want to be 
helpless. But, my dear friends, that is what we are – helpless! Helpless of ourselves, helpless without Christ. We hear this 
explicitly in Matthew’s Gospel: “When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, for they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36) 
  

Sheep without a shepherd - this strikes me as our situation, my dear brothers and sisters. And what is our Lord’s own response? 
To pray! “Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37f) 
  

My dear friends, of course we pray for the Lord’s grace to provide the Church with men called to be holy priests and bishops. 
We also pray for the Lord’s grace to make holy, strong and faithful the men he has already called, to bring to penance and 
conversion those who have offended, and to grant the light of truth to all who preach the Gospel! Our prayer is the prayer of 
the helpless, but the One to whom we pray is not helpless. No, “hasten to me, O God! Thou art my help and deliverer!” 
(Psalm 70:5) 
  

Such prayer from the helpless to the Helper is not the prayer of inaction or impracticality. It is precisely a prayer that moves 
the hearts and minds of those praying and those who are prayed for to act in accord with the will of the Father in tangible and 
life-giving ways, even to the laying down of their lives for the sheep!  
  

With that confidence, I invite you to join us in adoring the Lord this coming Tuesday, August 28th! As with every last Tuesday 
of the month, we have all-day adoration. This month we will pray in a particular way for the purification, healing, and holiness 
of all the members of the Church! If you cannot join us in person, I invite you to say a prayer where you are! And thank you 
in advance for your prayers! 
  

In Christ and St. Dominic, 
  

Fr. John Marie Bingham, OP  
  

 


