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Preamble.  
 
The task I've been given is to deliver a Lecture suitable for this important occasion. So it needs to be 
informative, but not too abstract; entertaining, yet sober. Oh yes, and inspiring too. And all this right 
after lunch! That's a rather tall order, but we'll see what I can do. I thought maybe tossing out the 
occasional random firecracker might keep folks on task. But the cost of having an ambulance on 
stand-by in case of heart attack made me rethink that idea. So I guess I'll just have to be scintillating 
and brilliant.  
 
Introduction. Anyway, you might have wondered at the title of my talk. Maybe you think it has a 
typo in it: “Dominicans at the Ends of the World.” But, no, the word “ends” here is deliberate. 
The inspiration for this title was 1 Corinthians 10:11. In the old Catholic Douay-Rheims translation 
this reads: “Now all these things happened to them in figure: and they are written for our correction, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.” Most modern-language Bibles don't preserve the 
plural of the original Greek, including our New American Bible. Perhaps by “ends” St. Paul meant 
something like “final chapters” or “closing hours” of this age entering into the next. It is something 
like this transitional sense that I mean “ends” in my title. 
 
Thus the “Ends of the world” are those major challenges of an age which if unchecked could 
destroy the faith, leading humanity into such a vicious frenzy of violence and/or such a disordered 
twist of intellect that awareness of God and the purpose of human life would be all but snuffed out. 
Such a terminus would truly be a Hell on earth, the establishment of the Kingdom of Satan once for 
all. Such a finality is, of course, impossible. Yet that is the nature of the threat, and the Gospel is the 
nature of the cure for what ails us. Obviously, the Order of Preachers is not the only mode of the 
Holy Spirit at work in the world to bring the lost to Faith, but we have been in the middle of the fray 
ever since St. Dominic put together his intrepid band of holy Nuns and Preachers.  
 
We might think of the history of the Church as Satan's Whack-a-Mole game. Wherever the Holy 
Spirit raises up people of virtue and truth who build or rebuild the Body of Christ in that era, Satan's 
fist smashes down to thwart or subvert the Faith. For the last 800 years the Holy Spirit has seen fit 
to provide the Church with Hounds of the Lord, the black and white Domini Cani, to nip Satan's 
heels as they counter heresies. And when Satan least expects it, they scorch his fist with the torch of 
the Gospel when he whacks down at the Church.  
 
Review of Representatives at 8 Ends of the World in our History. Your tables are themed by 
centuries of the Order. What I propose to do now is take a glancing look at each of the 8 centuries of 
our history, and consider what were some of the “ends of the world” facing the Church & to 
illustrate how the certain individuals “passed on St. Dominic's torch” of preaching the Gospel to 
sinners and countering heresy. So let's buckle our seat belts and count down the centuries! 



2 

 
13th Century. Where's our 13th Century Tables – the first century of the Order? OK, you folks are 
sitting at the table that represents the fabulous beginnings of a remarkable work of the Holy Spirit. 
We all know the story of the beginnings of the Order so we needn't rehearse that. But we can note 
that when the Holy Spirit inspires a new work, the initial generation is often astounding and 
outstanding, even taking into account inflated and romanticized legends. Dominic, with a handful of 
followers, so trusted in the success of his endeavors, that he scattered them to the universities to 
gain a solid foothold in Sacred Theology and Scripture that they would need to turn his vision of an 
Order of Preachers a reality. The combination of scholarly erudition and the humble on-foot, two-
by-two re-institution of Apostolic preaching became irresistible. This new work attracted some of 
the most remarkable men and women in the history of the Church. He started with the secret work 
of the foundation of Prouille, nuns consecrated to pray for the Holy Preaching. He staffed Prouille 
with women he had converted from the Albigensian heresy. But from those first two generations 
many remarkable names come to mind. St. Hyacinth, called the Polish St. Dominic. St. Jordan of 
Saxony, whose preaching inspired many hundreds to become Dominican friars – it is said mothers 
locked their sons up when Jordan came to town, lest they run away to join this rag-tag itinerant band 
in response to his preaching.  
 
The next generation revealed St. Thomas Aquinas – one of the greatest intellects ever. All his 
tremendous powers of mind were given to the service of the Church and the truth. The latter 13th 
century also saw impressive nuns of great holiness and spiritual influence, such as St. Margaret of 
Hungary, her novice mistress Helen of Hungary, as well as St. Ingrid of Sweden. We might also add 
the mystic Mechtilde of Magdeberg, a Beguine in Saxony under the spiritual direction of 
Dominican friars. The Holy Preaching was not just intended for the unevangelized within 
Christendom, such as the Albigensians, but also had a missionary thrust outside the borders of 
political Christendom. The Order pushed into the lands north and east of Europe under the 
foundations begun by St. Hyacinth. The friars preachers even had missionaries in such far off places 
as Trebizond in Armenia, and Baghdad and Persia by the turn of the century. St. Dominic's torch 
spanned Europe and beyond. 
 
14th Century. You of the 14th Century Tables – the second in our history! Your table represents a 
century that really did look like the End of the World at times. This was the century where the 
Bubonic Plague wiped out much of the population of Europe. There was also the divisive and 
confusing turmoil of having two different claimants to the papacy. There were even religion-
inspired terrorists in those days – roving bands of Fraticelli, who began as extremist Franciscans 
who declared that all property is sinful, and mobs of these so-called “Spirituals” would attack, 
plunder, and even murder the rich. This is the time of St. Catherine of Siena, inspiration for the 
Dominican Laity. Her personal holiness was unassailable, her writings of such orthodoxy and 
spiritual worth that she has been declared a Doctor of the Church.  
 
Speaking of the Ends of the World, I cannot fail to mention the Angel of the Apocalypse. Our 
rooms in the Priory do not have numbers, but rather are assigned the names of Dominican saints. 
Fittingly, the room I occupy, is called St. Vincent Ferrer. I say “fittingly” because I am, after all, the 
self proclaimed “Owl of the Apocalypse”. (If you don't know what I'm talking about, you can 
Google “owl of the apocalypse” and find out.) This friar who became the self-proclaimed Angel of 
the World's End was a Spaniard who joined the Order at a young age. He was a contemporary of St. 
Catherine, but he lived 36 years longer than she did. He became a close associate of the Avignon 
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anti-pope Benedict XIII, while Catherine and her confessor, Bl. Raymond of Capua, backed the 
pope in Rome. So even Dominican saints fell on different sides of this awful controversy. However, 
St. Vincent became one of the most renowned preachers of his day. He had memorized most of the 
Bible, and his preaching drew tremendous crowds of multiple thousands. That was something of a 
minor miracle since he only spoke his native dialect of Spanish, yet preached throughout Europe. 
He must have been granted the dual charisms of evangelism and tongues. His Dominican torch 
fanned flames of conversion, through his preaching about the End of the world. But the response he 
wanted to get was not fear of doom, but change of life. Wherever he went, large crowds of penitents 
and catechists that traveled in his train. Rather than simply stirs things up and leave, he left the 
communities he visited in better physical as well as spiritual condition. 
 
In the wake of the depopulation of Europe from the Black Death, many of the Order's priories and 
monasteries were so devastated that regular observance became quite irregular indeed. Furthermore, 
there were organizational issues surrounding restoring unity after the divisions of “the two 
obediences” caused by having more than one ruler claiming the papacy. Later in his life, Bl. 
Raymond of Capua took measures to reform the Hounds, and brighten the torch by forming houses 
of strict observance. In time such reforms brought about renewed zeal and religious observance into 
the lives of the friars in Europe. 
 
15th Century. Century 3 – Where's our 15th Century Table? The turn of this century witnessed Bl. 
John Dominic accept young Antonino Fierozzi into the Order to be a member of a future priory in 
Fiezole. St. Antoninus of Florence became distinguished as a canon lawyer, but he also served as a 
local superior at various priories in Italy. He founded the priory at San Marco in Florence and 
established a great library there. But he is also the one who let loose the artistic friar we generally 
know as Fra Angelico. The next generation in Florence experienced the initial euphoria of the fiery 
preaching and moral exhortations of Jerome Savanarola, far and away the most controversial figure 
in our history. He had gained a name as a popular preacher, and was called to Florence. Through his 
radical moral reforms he made enemies in very high places indeed. He ended up burned at the stake 
in the middle of the city square. Church historians are still divided as to whether this friar was a 
saint or a con man. 
 
This era saw the short-lived attempt to repair the Great Schism of the Eastern and Western churches 
in the wake of the advances of the Ottoman Turks. Sadly, this came to nothing with the fall of 
Constantinople to Mehmet the Conqueror in 1453 and the greatest church of Christendom, Hagia 
Sophia, was quickly converted into a mosque.  
 
16th Century. And the 16th Century Tables, representing the 4th 100 years? As the 15th Century 
closed and opened into the next, Dominic's torch was called upon to engage in mighty ways both its 
primary tasks: preaching the Gospel and countering heresy. In Europe, the unity of western 
Catholicism was sundered to bits in the wake of Martin Luther's revolt against the Church when she 
failed to reform along the lines of his own devising. This dissent was the beginning of the end of the 
civilization we call Christendom. A Church Council was called to deal with the issues that the so-
called Reformation brought to the fore.  
 
The revolution begun by Martin Luther caused the Order to lose several provinces, snuffing St. 
Dominic's torch in these countries as Catholics were outlawed. Yet in other places of the globe, 
European imperial expansion in the wake of the discoveries of sailing expeditions around the world 
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also brought renewed opportunities for preaching the Gospel to unevangelized peoples in the 
Americas, India, and the Far East. 
 
One day an uneducated Italian shepherd boy named Michael encountered two Dominicans and 
engaged them in conversation. They were so impressed with this 12-year old that they asked his 
parents' permission to whisk him away to be educated for the Order. This intelligent pre-teen 
shepherd boy would become one of the Lord's Hounds countering the heresies of Lutherans and 
Calvinists. He was so effective that, like Holy Father Dominic, he was often ambushed and 
threatened, but not martyred. This holy friar not only became a cardinal, but eventually was named 
pope, taking the name Pius V. Once pope, he continued to wear his Dominican habit – which is why 
the popes still wear white to this day. In the short time he was pope, he oversaw the reforms called 
for by the Council of Trent. He also convinced Christian kings and leaders to put together an 
international navy to fight the Turkish navy, which fought and won the Battle of Lepanto on 7 
October 1571. In thanksgiving Pope Pius established October 7th as the Feast of our Lady of 
Victory, now known as Our Lady of the Rosary.   
 
Most will recognize the name of Bartolomé de las Casas, the great defender of the human rights of 
aboriginal peoples in the Americas. He is sometimes called the Father of International Law. Another 
very famous Dominican missionary to the New World was St. Louis Bertrand. He volunteered for 
service in the mission territory of New Granada, in what is now the country of Colombia in South 
America. The story goes that he prayed earnestly for the gift of tongues, and it was granted to him.  
He tracked through pathless jungles, preaching the Gospel, and spreading devotion to praying the 
Rosary. In his seven years of missionary work he baptized 25,000 people.  
 
In Europe, however, the close of the century saw the Huguenot Wars of Religion with a death toll of 
3 million, and prelude to the Thirty Years War of the early part of the 17th Century, taking a total of 
8 million casualties. For the Order in Europe Christendom had come apart at the seams and there 
were many lands in which we had no influence whatsoever. But as we saw, the friars seized many 
opportunities for missionary preaching in foreign lands. 
 
17th Century. The 17th Century table represents the Dominican's 5th Century. One of the Ends of 
the World in the 17th Century was Japan. In this parish I could hardly get away without at least 
mentioning St. Lorenzo Ruiz, proto-martyr of the Philippines! His story is an example of jumping 
from the frying pan into the fire. He escaped imprisonment and execution for the crime he didn't 
commit by taking refuge on a ship with Dominican missionaries. However, he thereby entered a 
situation in which being a Catholic was itself a capital crime. Ruiz and his companions were 
imprisoned, then transferred to Nagasaki for trial by torture. Since they refused to deny the faith, 
they were killed. On September 28th the Order celebrates 16 such Dominican Martyrs in Japan. 
 
Meanwhile, across the ocean in the Spanish city of Lima in what is now Peru, there were three 
lowly Dominicans who came to be greatly loved and revered in their own times, yet always 
themselves demonstrating the sweet humility that savors of the character of the Son of Mary and the 
humble handmaid Herself: St. Rose, St. Juan Macias, and St. Martin de Porres. All three of these 
bright lights of Lima brought many people back to the sacraments. None of them ever mounted a 
pulpit.  
 
18th Century. 18th Century Table? 6th Century of the Order of Preachers! The main action for 
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Dominican zeal was the mission field. The Far East continued to be ripe territory for missionary 
evangelization, and consequent martyrdom. Spanish Dominicans, such as Bishop Peter Sans, and 
his successor, Bishop Francis Serrano, and his friend, Fr. John Alcober, and many others, gave their 
final witness to the Gospel with their blood in the Chinese missions. The Chinese authorities would 
have loved to be able to stamp them out, but as often happens, the blood of the martyrs watered the 
growth of the Church.  
 
19th Century. 19th Century table! Now we have come to the 7th Century of Order. In the early part 
of this century the first English-speaking Province was erected in North America, headquartered in 
New York: The Province of St. Joseph. The middle of the century saw the foundation of the 
Western Dominican Province, officially the Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus. With the 
coming of Bishop Alemany and Fr. Villarasa to California in 1850, they brought along Sr. 
Goemaere from parish. When she first arrived she did not speak either English or Spanish! Yet she 
started the first foundation of Dominican Sisters in west with 2 professed sisters and 2 novices. Both 
provinces had numerous dedicated friars engaged in missionary work, establishing parishes, and 
catechizing the faithful. As the United States of America expanded into territories formerly held by 
French or Spanish-speaking powers, the torch of St. Dominic was passed on to these to new 
provinces. 
 
Europe, however, was a different story at first. In the early 19th Century we might say that in 
France the end of the world had come for the Dominicans. They and all other religious orders were 
outlawed. The Church had survived the bloody brutality of the French Revolution, but now without 
the charisms of the religious orders about, something of a spiritual lethargy had settled in. Even St. 
Dominic's first foundation, the monastery of nuns in Prouille, had been in ruins for generations. 
Then one day an impetuous young man named Henri Lacordaire had a conversion experience that 
brought him back to the sacraments, and subsequently he became a priest. He was something of 
firebrand, but the archbishop decided to let him preach a series of Lenten sermons at Notre Dame. It 
was a phenomenal success. At the end of his second Lenten series he made the dramatic 
announcement that he intended to go to Rome, and the rumor spread that he intended to become a 
monk. That meant, of course, that he would never be allowed to return to France. While in Rome he 
became a Dominican, then returned to Paris in habit. The courageous archbishop again allowed him 
to preach at Notre Dame – this time illegally. Social unrest ensued, but the archbishop stood firm 
against king and anti-Lacordaire demonstrators. He was loved, he was hated, but he could not be 
ignored. In the end his audacious fortitude restored the Dominican Order to France, paving the way 
for the return of other orders. The torch of St. Dominic still flames brightly to this day in that highly 
secularized country.  
 
The 19th century from the Year of Our Lord was not the first era where the powers of the world 
predicted that the Catholic Church would soon fade away, and it certainly would not be the last. not 
the last, where the demise of the church was solemnly prophesied by the powers of the world.  
 
Ends of the World in the 20th Century. Where's the 20th Century table, representing the 8th 
century of our Order? As the 20th century got under way, a pessimist might well conclude that 
barbarism was about to conquer and wipe out the possibility of the freedom to live out the faith in 
peace. The First World War was raging when Our Lady of Fatima enjoined three Portuguese 
children to pray the Rosary to end that dreadful war, and, shortly before the Bolshevik Revolution, 
she also instructed them to pray for the conversion of Russia. The Marxist Bolshevik revolution in 
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Russia sent shock waves throughout the world, and inspired other similar movements in many other 
states. Thus began the establishment of totalitarian atheist governments with powers of coercion 
unknown in the past. Adolph Hitler's National-Socialist movement, allied with Italy's fascist regime, 
provoked World War II. As Germany and Italy sought to extend their imperial dictatorships 
throughout Europe, in the far east Japan also sought imperial hegemony in the Pacific. 
 
In between these two World Wars of horrifying bloodshed and the development greater 
technological means of genocidal destruction, there rose in Italy a short-lived but bright light in a 
genial Lay Dominican, Pier Giorgio Frasatti. Though handsome, well-liked, athletic, and intelligent, 
he did not suffer the neurotic self-centeredness that afflicts so many such gifted young men. It was 
only after he died suddenly of polio at the age of 24 that the extent of his personal charity toward 
others became known. He quietly formed a circle of friends based around the love of mountain 
climbing, but without ever preaching to them or anyone, they became a nucleus for discussions of 
ultimate things. Saintly holiness gets such a bad rap in our decadent times, but when the real thing is 
personally encountered, it is hugely attractive, and constitutes a Holy Preaching all of its own.  
 
In our Province in this interim between the world wars, the Corpus Christi Monastery of Dominican 
cloistered Nuns was founded in 1921; and the Monastery of the Angels was founded in 1924, but 
moved to their present site in Hollywood in 1934. 
 
21st Century. – All our tables are 21st Century tables! This year we close out our 800th year, and 
enter into our 9th Century! A couple of weekends ago, at the end of the Sunday Gospel we heard 
Jesus ask: “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” On the one hand, that is a 
chilling question. As we enter the 9th Century of the Order of Preachers, we do have plenty of 
indications that faith has not been utterly snuffed out. If for no other reason, we can point to the fact 
that the Dominican Family continues. We are proportionately smaller with respect to the world's 
population than perhaps we were in our heydey, but we've always had relatively few members. The 
various forms of Dominican life continue as well. Besides the super-weaponry that technology has 
made available, what are the Ends of the World that face us as we joyfully bounce into our 9th 
Century?  
 
Our Ends of the World. I see two complexes of Heresy today, one predominantly Eastern and 
deeply religious, the other predominantly Western, and secular and atheistic. Eastern and Western 
here are not exactly geographic, but more along the lines of mental geography, a matter of mindset. 
 
Heresy of the East – Islam: Most of us don't know the first thing about Islam. But it is not a 
backwater phenomenon, but is rising to the center stage of world events. Maybe we've never read a 
translation of the Quran, know little of Muslim's understanding of God's revelation, and haven't read 
anything of Islamic theology. Maybe it is time to start! One of our tasks for study is to come to at 
least a general grasp of Islam so that we at least have a clue as to what our post-Christian occidental 
civilization faces with the challenge of Islam. We also need to have at least a modicum of 
understanding and sympathy for our neighbors who are Muslim. But we also need a realistic, truth-
based understanding of what is true and false about Muslim beliefs, and their effect on national 
policies. It is way too easy for us in our western democracies to under-estimate the challenge Islam 
poses. 
 
Heresy of the West: Materialism. The Muslim critique of the West is correct in one respect: our 
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liberal democracies have become decadent. We have lost our way spiritually because of the 
appalling extent to which materialism guides even our religious sensibilities. The idea of God no 
longer holds real explanatory power in our secularized world.  
Our Western culture is so secularized that even its religious people by and large live lives of 
practical atheism.  A major End of the World for us is overcoming the overwhelming sense that the 
physical is ultimate reality, if not, in fact the only reality. Our business-as-usual practical atheism 
has a deadening effect on social morality and threatens to undo all the social progress that had its 
origin in Christian charity. Taken to its logical conclusion, the direction we are going is a headlong 
dive into a new barbarism potentially worse than the even the most tyrannical regimes of the 20th 
century. This we mistakenly call “progress”. To our movers and shakers religion is at best a 
personal preference. At worst a religious viewpoint is necessarily a superstition that retards social 
progress and subverts governmental policies.  
 
Persecution. The 20th century witnessed more Christian martyrdoms than any previous one. It 
would be nice if that were a thing of the past. However, all the root causes of those killings due to 
hatred of the Faith are still in effect. This is currently most obvious in lands controlled by the 
Islamic State caliphate, but Christians in all Muslim lands have experienced a rise in explicit 
persecution.  
 
We are living in denial if we fail to recognize the Signs of the Times in our own nation that social 
and legislative persecution has already begun here in the land of the free. I suspect that the coming 
decades most Western secular countries will force our hands to declare our true allegiances: For 
Christ and for his Church, or for the secular versions of faith and the Church.  
 
It is right to celebrate our 800th Anniversary with a fond look backwards. But we are certainly not 
being called to rest on our laurels, for the challenges and the needs are greater now than in St. 
Dominic's day.  
 
Dominican Response. Of course, if we only focus our attention on the problems, they can 
overwhelm us. In such troubled times the world can seem a mighty dark place. But we, at least, are 
commissioned to take up the torch of St. Dominic and set the worlds of our spheres of influence 
ablaze once again. Earlier this month Archbishop Charles Chaput said this in a talk he gave at the 
University of Notre Dame: “Optimism and pessimism are twin forms of self-deception. We need 
instead to be a people of hope, which means we don’t have the luxury of whining.” The best way to 
celebrate our 800th anniversary is re-dedication, rather than self-congratulation. Surely the Signs of 
the Times are call us to a serious embrace of our religious calling. The time for comfort has passed. 
Now is the time for a return to the roots of our zeal for penance, study, and preaching, teaching, and 
catechizing – but especially through the witness of the fruits of our religious lives. 
 
I submit that for all the branches of the Dominican, cloistered Nuns, Active Sisters, Friars, and 
Dominican Laity, the Signs of the Times call us both to personal and to institutional reforms to 
bring us back to basics. What sort of basics? A burning zeal for study and contemplation, a 
completely counter-cultural commitment to penance and adoration, and a burning desire prompted 
by both our prayers lives and simple human sympathy to reach out with courage and hope to those 
who are lost. These are the basics that characterize the best of the nuns, sisters, friars, and laity 
throughout our 800 years. To the extent we are lax and undisciplined in these areas, to that extent 
we fall short of our calling as Dominicans. If we are blind ourselves, what kind of guides can we 
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be? 
 
“Rousing Conclusion”. Where are the Jordans, the Hyacinths, the Catherines, the Vincent Ferrers, 
the Lacordaires, the Pier Giorgios? They are likely already among us, or are coming. If it is the 
Lord's will to re-boot the great work of the Holy Preaching, we can look forward to amazing works 
of eloquence, beauty, goodness, and intellect to come. The Lord, however, never forces us. His 
Holy Spirit gently pleads, inspires, suggests. But we have to respond to these graced promptings, 
put aside fear, and be amazed at what can happen. Just as the Ends of our World holds dangers, 
threats, and catastrophes of a scope unimaginable in past ages, there are corresponding opportunities 
for a new beginning that may continue to scorch Satan's fist for another century or two! 
 
Holy Father Dominic! Pray for us! 


