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Mary in 
the Early Church 

 

  with Fr. Bernhard Blankenhorn, OPwith Fr. Bernhard Blankenhorn, OP  

Tuesday at 
7:30pm 

 
April 29 

Mary 
Mother of  God 

 
May 20 

Mary Assumed 
into Heaven 

 
in the Parish Hall  

 
For information, call   

206-547-3020 

The identity of Mary is 

inseparable from that of 

Jesus.   
 

That is why the early Christians were 

deeply concerned that the faithful have a 

proper understanding of Maryôs role in 

salvation history, and give her due 

honor. 

 

Two particular historical figures 

manifest this concern of the early 

Church: The first is St. Cyril of 

Alexandria, the driving force behind the 

dogma that Mary is truly the Mother of 

God, proclaimed at the Council of 

Ephesus in 431.  The second is St. John of Damascus, an 8th century priest 

who left us two magnificent sermons on Maryôs Assumption into Heaven. 

 

Each session will begin with a 45-60 minute presentation on the ancient 

saint and/or Council followed by a discussion of the primary text.  All 

readings will be available via handouts and online at www.blessed-

sacrament org/acw/index.html.  Newcomers are welcome. 

 

These are the last two sessions of the Ancient Christian Writings Seminar. 

Blessed Sacrament Parish  

5041 9th Ave. NE 

Seattle, WA 98105 

www.blessed-sacrament.org 

The Speaker: 

Fr. Bernhard Blankenhorn, OP, was ordained a Catholic priest in June of 2006 and is a member of the Order of 

Preachers (Dominicans). He holds graduate degrees in philosophy and theology. He has published theological articles 

in various periodicals. He regularly teaches adult catechesis at Blessed Sacrament Parish, where he serves as 

parochial vicar. 


